Letter from the Three Little Pigs (for teacher)

Hello First Graders!

We are the three little pigs. Remember us from the fairy tale—you know, the one where the big bad wolf comes to huff and puff and blow our houses down. Best fairy tale ever!
Well, we pigs are not so little anymore. We have grown up and have little pigs of our own. Our piglets are ready to leave home and set out on their own. They are ready to build their own houses, just like we did once upon a time. 

But we don’t want to do what our parents did with us. We don’t want to send our piglets out into the big wide world to build their homes without knowing ANYTHING about building materials. We want them to be able to make good choices about what materials to build with. 

That’s where you come in. Would you help us create a book about building materials to give our piglets so they will be smart about choosing what materials to build with? We don’t want more big bad wolves coming around to blow our kids’ homes to smithereens! Can you help us, PLEASE?
Sincerely,

The Three Not So Little Pigs

Name _______________________
Date _________

[image: image1.wmf]Observe and Wonder Note-catcher 
I can make observations and ask questions about images. 
OBSERVE

The home I chose is made of (circle one)
  wood       straw       metal       glass       stone        clay

[image: image2.wmf] Draw a quick sketch of the home. 

Write 3 details about the home.

1. 

2.

3.

WONDER

What do you wonder about the home that you chose? Write one question about it?
Name _______________________
Date _________
[image: image3.wmf]It’s Natural Note-catcher
I can collaborate with my group to name three things that come from nature.
[image: image4.wmf]Think of 3 things that come from nature. Everyone in your group has to agree on your choices. Write or draw your choices.
____________________
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____________________
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____________________

Name _______________________
Date _________

Where Natural Materials Come From

	GROUND
	[image: image7.wmf]PLANTS 


	[image: image8.wmf]ANIMALS

	
	
	


Name _______________________
Date _________

[image: image9.emf]Materials Detectives I
I can record my observations of how a natural material looks and feels.
Ask a family member to help you find a natural material that you can bring to class. You can look outside of your house, too. 

Remember, a natural material is part of nature. It is not made by people. Natural materials come from the ground, from plants, or from animals. 

If you can’t bring the material to class, draw a picture of it. 

My natural material is _____________________________.

Name _______________________
Date _________

[image: image10.emf]Materials Detectives (Natural) 

I can record my observations of how a natural material looks and feels.
Draw a picture of your natural material.

My material is __________________________________. 

It looks ______________________________________.

It feels _______________________________________.

It comes from:  (circle one)
a. the ground                 b. a plant                     c. an animal
Name _______________________
Date _________

[image: image11.png]


Homework: Materials Detectives II
I can record my observations of a human-made object.
Ask a family member to help you find a human-made object that you can bring to class. 
Remember, a human-made object is made by people. It does not come from nature. Talk to your family member about what the object is made from and what we use it for. 

If you can’t bring the material to class, draw a picture of it. 

My object is a ________________________________. 

Name _______________________
Date _________

Materials Detectives (Human-Made) 
I can record my observations of a human-made object.
Draw a picture of your human-made object.

My object is ___________________________________. 

It is made from _________________________________. 

It looks ______________________________________.

It feels _______________________________________.

We use the object to _____________________________.

Name _______________________
Date _________
Smooth or Rough
I can use my senses to sort objects by their properties.
1) Reach inside the bag and pick an object. Don’t take it out of the bag. 
2) Describe how it feels. Is it smooth or rough? 
3) What do you think the object is?
4) Take the object out of the bag. What is it?
5) Pass the object to the other kids in your group.
6) Write the name of the object in either the Smooth or the Rough column. 

	Smooth 
	Rough

	
	


Name _______________________
Date _________

Stiff or Bendable
I can use my senses to sort objects by their properties.

1) Reach inside the bag and pick an object. Don’t take it out of the bag. 
2) Describe how it feels. Is it stiff or bendable? 
3) What do you think the object is?
4) Take the object out of the bag. What is it?
5) Pass the object to the other kids in your group.
6) Write the name of the object in either the Stiff or the Bendable column. 
	Stiff 
	Bendable

	
	


Name _______________________
Date _________

Hard or Soft
I can use my senses to describe how an object looks, feels, and acts.

1) Reach inside the bag and pick an object. Don’t take it out of the bag. 
2) Describe how it feels. Is it hard or soft?
3) What do you think the object is?
4) Take the object out of the bag. 
5) Pass the object to the other kids in your group.
6) Write the name of the object in either the Hard or the Soft column. 
	Hard
	Soft

	
	


Name _______________________
Date _________

Shiny or Dull
I can use my senses to sort objects by their properties.

1) Reach inside the bag and pick an object. Don’t take it out of the bag. 
2) Describe how it feels. What do you think the object is?
3) Take the object out of the bag. What is it? Is it shiny or dull?
4) Pass the object to the other kids in your group.
5) Write the name of the object in either the Shiny or the Dull column. 
	Shiny
	Dull

	
	


Name _______________________
Date _________

Heavy or Light
I can use my senses to sort objects by their properties.

1) Choose an object. Say what it is, but don’t pick it up.
2) Predict: Do you think the object is heavy or light? Why?
3) Pick up the object. Was your prediction correct? 
4) Pass the object to the other kids in your group.
5) Sort the objects. Put the heavy objects in the basket labeled Heavy. Put the light objects in the Light basket.
6) Write the names of the objects in the Heavy or Light column. 
	Heavy
	Light

	
	


7) Put the objects in the order of lightest to heaviest.

Which object is the lightest? _____________________

Which object is the heaviest? _____________________

Name _______________________
Date _________

Sinking or Floating
I can use my senses to sort objects by their properties.

1) Pick an object from the table. Say what it is. Write or draw the object in the first column (Object).
2) Predict: Will the object sink or float?
3) Circle your guess in the 2nd column (Prediction).
4) Put the object in the water. What happens? Circle “Sink” or “Float” in the third column (1st Try).
5) Put the object in the water again. What happens?
6) Circle “Sink” or “Float” in the last column (2nd Try).
	Object
	Prediction
	1st Try
	2nd Try

	
	Sink

Float
	Sink

Float
	Sink

Float

	
	Sink

Float
	Sink

Float
	Sink

Float

	
	Sink

Float
	Sink

Float
	Sink

Float

	
	Sink

Float
	Sink

Float
	Sink

Float

	
	Sink

Float
	Sink

Float
	Sink

Float

	
	Sink
Float
	Sink

Float
	Sink

Float


Name _______________________
Date _________

Sinking or Floating 
I can use my senses to sort objects by their properties.

Write or draw the objects that sink in the first column. Write or draw the objects that float in the second column.
	Sink
	Float
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�I am assuming that this is what is being referred to on page 10 of CS1 in the Apply paragraph under “Materials Detectives: Scientific Notebooks” – correct? 


�Change “can” to “need to”?


�Is this the same Mia Kagan who is at Peace First?! – Because she signs her name “Mia,” not “Mya” – although Mya is the spelling at the website cited.


�This URL isn’t connected.


�The LTs here are numbered – ok? Or should they have the sideways-arrow-type bullet used on the Artists for Humanity Note Catcher?
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